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"Science Without Limits" 

 
 

 

Riya's 2011 International Awards  

International Sustainable World Energy, Engineering, & Environment Project Olympiad (I-SWEEEP) 2011, 
Houston, Texas, May 4-9, 2011 -Bronze Medal -$400, “Special Award:” Prairie View A&M University -“Physics of The 
Future”  book by Michio Kaku, -Blind Spot documentary,   

Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (ISEF), Los Angeles, California, May 8-14,2011 “Special Award:” 
MAWHIBA-King’s Foundation for Creativity and Giftedness in Science Education (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) -3rd place for 
the Award for “Innovations in Potable Water Technology” -Medal -$2,000 cash 

!



VISION & MISSION 
The Vermont State Science & Mathematics Fair (VSSMF) envisions Vermont as a 
state where an increasing proportion of our secondary students continue their 
post-secondary education or training in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
and/or Math), and our youth see the vibrant STEM culture and the promising 
future in STEM related careers and occupations in Vermont.   
 
Our mission is to inspire and reward Vermont middle or high school students for 
high quality STEM inquiry by providing free access to competitions for 
independent student research, STEM scholarships to Vermont colleges, and cash 
and recognition awards and opportunities worth almost a million dollars through 
participation in the VSSMF. 
 

INTRODUCTION 
We believe conducting and presenting independent research prepares middle 
and high school students for post secondary education or training, and lifelong 
learning in STEM.  The Scientific Methods empower students to innovate, solve 
problems and make discoveries that will impact the future.  A crucial part of this 
process is the evaluation of their work by established scientists in the field using 
standards-based scoring rubrics.  In this way the VSSMF contributes to the 
overall educational experience of the student. 
 
The VSSMF annual inquiry based poster-presentation competition is an exciting 
opportunity for aspiring scientists and engineers (grades 5-12), and their 
teachers to showcase the results of their independent research.  Each year 200 
student projects, selected from over 2000 projects statewide, address questions 
and solve problems in all areas of STEM.   
 
Students compete for more than $8000 in cash and prizes, $13,000 in trip 
awards and expenses donated by local organizations, and $900,000 in 
scholarships to Vermont colleges.  The fair is also affiliated with the International 
Science and Engineering Fair, and five other national and international 
competitions, which award additional prizes. 
 
Projects are judged by at least three Judges, separately, over the course of the 
morning to determine winners for medals, cash, trips and scholarships.  Our 
approximately 150 Judges include industry scientists and engineers, secondary 
education faculty, medical professionals, military personnel and retirees, and 
other science related professionals from across Vermont who hold advanced 
degrees, have extensive experience, or both in the STEM disciplines.  
 
The VSSMF, sponsored by the VPA, is an all-volunteer, non-profit 
[501(c)(3)]  education organization supported by Norwich University and around 
100 other Vermont organizations, colleges and industry partners.  
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